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COMMUNITY HEALTH PROGRAM 

REQUESTS FOR FUNDING   –   INFORMATION FOR APPLICANTS 

Background 

The John James Foundation is a not-for-profit medical charity located in Canberra.  The Foundation 
was formed in 2006 after the sale of the John James Hospital business.  Calvary now manages the 
hospital and the Foundation uses income from the extensive Deakin Healthcare Campus to fund five 
broad programs of charitable activities. 

The programs cover activities that align with the Foundation’s overall objectives around education 
and training in medical and dental sciences and the provision of healthcare equipment, facilities and 
services to benefit people in need. 

One of these programs, the Community Health Program, supports organisations and groups, mainly 
in the Canberra region, to undertake a wide range of medically related charitable activities. 

Applications for support from the Community Health Program are best handled in the annual 
program (see “when should I apply” below) but can be submitted at any time.  Decisions on grant 
funding are made by the John James Foundation Board. 

The following information is designed to assist those applying for Community Health Program 
funding.  Please ask if you have a question or need to know more. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

How much money does the Foundation donate each year? 

In recent years, the Foundation has donated $250,000 to $300,000 each year to various large and 
small organisations and groups, mainly to Canberra based or focussed charities or activities.  Further 
information about the donations that have been made in previous years is available on the 
Foundation’s website www.jjf.org.au.  The Foundation expects to continue with this pattern of 
donations, although amounts donated may vary. 

Who can apply for Community Health Program funding? 

Applications from charities and other organisations that align with the Foundation’s objectives are 
welcomed.  Preferred activities will: 

a. promote the practice and study of science regarding disease and disability, particularly in the 
Australian Capital Territory; 

b. promote education and training in science regarding diseases and disability, including the 
provision of scholarships and placement of medical students; 

c. provide support to specialist medical volunteers; 

d. promote research into science regarding diseases and disability; 

e. promote community health initiatives; 

f. provide healthcare equipment and facilities, including the John James Healthcare Campus; and 

g. operate healthcare facilities and accommodation for people affected by disability and 
diseases. 

What sort of funding requests are likely to be successful? 

The Foundation funds activities that align with its objectives, as listed above.  This provides scope to 
support a wide range of activities.  For example, applications for seed funding to establish an ongoing 
program, activity, or service are usually well received, as are applications to purchase specific 
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equipment for an established program or activity.  Many donations have been made to Canberra 
region charities with the structure, personnel, skills, and experience to be effective and administer 
funds for the clear benefit of people in need.  However, funds are limited and not all applications are 
successful. 

Is there anything the Community Health Program funding does not support?  

Generally, funding is not provided for recurrent or operational costs such as rent or purchase of 
premises, staff salaries or wages and similar ongoing expenses.  One-off projects or those needing 
seed funding are well regarded. 

How much Community Health Program funding can I request?  

The Foundation provides funding from a few thousand dollars to $20,000 or $30,000 in exceptional 
cases, depending on the nature of the project and its alignment with the Foundation’s objectives.  
The more clearly you can specify the reasons for the support you are seeking, the way it will be 
administered and the likely impact on those who will be assisted, the better the chance of success. 

Use the notes in this guide to format your request to ensure that you provide enough information to 
allow the Foundation to understand the reason for the request without providing overwhelming 
detail.  The Foundation will get in touch with your nominated contact if more information is required.  
A concise application with a clear summary of the purpose assists with decision-making. 

Can I apply more than once? 

Yes, the Foundation accepts repeat applications.  If a previous bid has been made, whether funded or 
not, information about that bid is essential in your request for funding. 

Can funding be for more than 1 year? 

Yes, funding can be for, say, a two or three year program, as a lump sum or with progressive 
payments.  Include details in your application to show clearly how and when funding will be used 
each year and what milestones will be met. 

How can I get more information or help with my application? 

For further advice about your application and the process, you can phone the John James 
Foundation’s office (02 6281 6695) or email helen.carter@jjf.org.au or visit the Foundation at level 2 
of the Peter Yorke Building at the Healthcare Campus, 173 Strickland Crescent, Deakin. 

When should I apply? 

An application can be submitted at any time, but noting the dates for the annual program provides 
the best access to the bulk of the funding.  Applications received by the end of April will be 
considered by the Board in June and funded during the financial year starting on 1 July following the 
decision.  A preferred payment date may be included in your submission.  Requests submitted out of 
that sequence may be delayed depending on the schedule for Board meetings and the availability of 
funds. 

Please send completed applications to: 

Chief Executive Officer,   John James Foundation,   PO Box 23,   DEAKIN WEST   ACT   2600 

or 

email submission (preferred) to helen.carter@jjf.org.au  

Guidelines for Preparation of an Application 

Feel free to present your request for funding in any format.  A maximum of two pages is preferred, 
with additional supporting documents or illustrative material attached, if you wish. 

Please consider the following headings in your submission as a guide to the information needed and 
the presentation of your request: 
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John James Memorial Foundation Ltd     (ABN 25 008 453 469) 
PO Box 23,   DEAKIN WEST   ACT   2600 
Suite 1, Level 2,  Peter Yorke Building, 173 Strickland Crescent, DEAKIN 
T:   02 6281 6695       F:   02 6282 9973 
E:  helen.carter@jjf.org.au 
W:  www.jjf.org.au 

Name of Organisation or Applicant 

Please provide the full registered name and address of the organisation or individual seeking funding, 
including an ABN where one is held.  All acronyms should be spelt out and extra information 
provided to clarify activities undertaken, if necessary. 

Key Contact 

Who can the Foundation contact for more information?  Postal address, email and telephone 
numbers should all be included.  Include a website address if that has background on the 
organisation or activity. 

Activity or Project Title 

In just a few words, give the request a title. 

Project or Activity Summary 

Include a brief, clear description of the overall project you are seeking funding for, including who will 
benefit.  Be as specific as possible.  If you want to purchase special equipment, please explain what 
this is, why it is needed, and how it will be used rather than just “purchase of equipment”. 

Amount Sought and Timeframe 

How much money are you seeking, over how many years?  For example, $2,000 each year for two 
years, or a one-off $5,000.  If it is for more than one year, please specify how much is being sought 
for each year and be quite specific as to when you seek payment – all funds upfront or on milestones. 

Further Details (optional) 

If necessary, provide detailed information about your project, or attach supporting material, but 
please keep the whole package compact and concise.  Brief is better than bulk. 

Project Aims and Objectives 

What are the overall aims of the organisation and/or the project for which funding is sought?  How 
will success be measured?  Is the funding a one-off payment or part of a longer-term project?  Are 
others contributing?  Will funding provide for the establishment of a new service or other benefit? 

Alignment with Foundation Objectives 

Show clearly how your project or activity aligns with the Foundation’s objectives which focus on 
providing education and training in medical and dental sciences and healthcare equipment, facilities 
and services to help people in need. 

Promotional Opportunities for the John James Foundation 

Are there opportunities within the project to promote the Foundation’s support?  Can you use the 
Foundation’s logo on materials or signage?  Can you generate any media interest?  How will the 
Foundation’s contribution be recognised? 

Previous Requests to the Foundation 

Please provide details of other applications, successful or not, that your organisation has made in the 
past, including amounts sought and brief details. 

Other Support 

Include any other information you consider will be helpful in considering your funding request, but 
remember that a few pages is the preferred limit and a succinct and easy-to-read request will be 
more likely to be favourably considered! 

Contact details 

 


